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Pink, Eagles and other 
big concerts are coming 


SUNDAY, JANUARY 14, 2018 
“Where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is liberty” II COR. 3:17 
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Proposal for mosque 
in Carmel stirs concerns 


a Ma a e 


Mayor backs plan, but 
residents fear more 
traffic will hurt property 
values and calls to 
prayer will disturb peace 


Robert King 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


CARMEL - Over the past decade Car- 
mel has added a Jewish synagogue, a 
Greek Orthodox Church and a Mormon 
temple to its firmament of sacred 
spaces. A church for the Coptic Ortho- 
dox, a Christian sect with roots in Egypt, 
is nearing completion. 

Yet in the state’s most affluent com- 
munity, one eager to land international 
companies, a glaring void exists in its 
constellation of faiths: a house of wor- 
ship for Muslims. 

Now, a congregation that has been 
meeting in a cramped office space south 
of 96th Street in Indianapolis is looking 
to change that by building Carmel’s first 
mosque. 

The Al Salam Foundation, whose 
members are drawn mostly from Car- 
mel, Westfield and Zionsville, is propos- 


See MOSQUE, Page 8A 


Rafiq Mahdi speaks at Al Salam Foundation’s worship center in Indianapolis. MICHELLE PEMBERTON/INDYSTAR 
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Emily Secen visits the Al Salam Foundation worship center 
with her family in Indianapolis on Jan. 5. Al Salam is 
proposing to build a mosque in Carmel. 


“For our faith, our 
Islamic tradition, to take 
root here, we need to 
have an institution. 

It’s a focal point.” 


Ashhar Madni 


Member of Al Salam’s board of directors and a native of India 


Hamilton County 
Sheriff’s Depart- 
ment Deputy 
Brad Osswald 
opens a Juul. 
EMMA KATE 
FITTES/INDYSTAR 


Hamilton 
County’s 
unease over 
e-cigs grows 


Emma Kate Fittes 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Among the stash of items school re- 
source officer Brad Osswald confiscated 
from Hamilton Heights High School stu- 
dents this year are three small Juuls. 

They look harmless sitting next to an 
empty pint of Jack Daniels and a large 
vape, appearing more like a flash drive 
than a cigarette. One is decorated with a 
pink Marylin Monroe sticker. But the light- 
weight device that can be hidden in a stu- 
dent’s palm is just that — an e-cigarette 
that contains nicotine. 

“This is the new, young, alternative way 
of smoking,” said Osswald, a deputy 
with the Hamilton County Sheriff’s 


See JUUL, Page 16A 


HOVEY STREET 
MURDERS: 


Call helped 
find a killer 


Vic Ryckaert 
Indianapolis Star 
USA TODAY NETWORK 


Ten years ago on Jan. 14, a ghastly crime 
shocked Indianapolis. The robbery of a ru- 
mored drug house turned brutally, horribly 
deadly. 

Two 24-year-old women staying in a 
Hovey Street home on the north side were 
shot dead. So, too, were their two very 
young children, the 23-month-old shot at 
point-blank range. Marion County Sheriff 
Frank Anderson vowed to hunt the killers 
down “like dogs.” 

Insight into the slayings would come 
from the most unlikely of circumstances. 
The brother of one of the suspects would 
call an IndyStar reporter. 

I was that reporter. 

Sitting at my desk in IndyStar’s office in 
the City-County Building, I received a tip 
that would lead to one of the biggest stories 
of my career. 

Ihad been hustling to gather new infor- 
mation to report on the brutal, senseless 
murders on Hovey Street. 


See HOVEY, Page 3A 


False ballistic missile alert sends Hawaii 
scrambling. 18A 
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Carmel Schools superintendent resigns 
after months on paid leave. 25A 


High 22° X Low 3° 
Sunny. Forecast, 32A 
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